
Summer Reading 2021-22 – AP Literature and Composition England 
 
Please join Google Classroom using code angqfgy Email: hengland@flintriveracademy.com 

Students need to purchase two composition notebooks (not spiral bound notebooks) for this class.   Students 
will write their summer reading assignment and in-class essays in one and their class notes in the other.   

Students have two options for this year’s summer reading.  Students will have similar writing assignments to 
complete for each book.   See the assignments for each book below.  I recommend that students purchase 
printed books so that they can flag passages while they read.  Students will refer back to their book throughout 
the year.  

Students will also take a multiple choice assessment about the book of their choice upon returning to school.  
This assessment will include questions about the settings, the main characters and key events.  It will not include 
analytical questions.   

Please email me if you have any questions about the assignment over summer.  While I do not check email daily 
during school breaks, I will reply within a few days.   

The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 

The novel is divided into 4 major sections, each of which contains four chapters.   Each section is introducted 
with a prologue that is written in italics.   After you have read each section, write at least a page in your 
composition notebook about how the prologue is related to the characters and events in the four chapters in 
that section. This assignment will be graded.  

Please note that there are major differences in the movie.  Watching the movie instead of reading the book will 
not prepare you for success.  

Essay (second grading period):  The Joy Luck Club is the story of four women who immigrate from China and the 
stories of their daughters who are born and raised in America.  While reading, think about which character you 
could write the best essay about in response to the prompt below.   

The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown 

This non-fiction novel is divided into four parts.  Each chapter begins with a quote by George Yeoman Pocock, 
the man who built many of the boats used by the rowing team.  Pick one of these quotes for each section and 
write at least a page in your composition notebook about how the quote is related to the characters and events 
in that chapter.  You may include information from other chapters if it supports your claim. This assignment will 
be graded.  

Essay (second grading period)  I encourage you to take notes about the novel, especially about the life of Joe 
Rantz while you read, but these notes will not be graded.  However, you should be prepared to write essays 
about this novel throughout the year and possibly on the AP exam in May.   

Essay Prompt – 2nd grading period 

Students should be prepared to write an essay about this novel in the second grading period in response to the 
following prompt. 

A bildungsroman, or coming-of-age novel, recounts the psychological or moral development of its 
protagonist from youth to maturity, when this character recognizes his or her place in the world. Either 
from your own reading or from the list below, choose a work of fiction which is a bildungsroman and in 
which a pivotal moment shapes the psychological or moral development of the protagonist. Then, in a 
well-written essay, analyze how that single moment contributes to an interpretation of the work as a 
whole. 

 



EXTREME READING CHALLENGE – Summer 2021 
 

 

  
Where’s the strangest place you’ve ever read a book? What wonderful thing could you do 

whilst reading your summer reading book?  Mrs. England is waiting to share your ‘Extreme 

Reading’ experience.  

Send us a photograph of you reading a book in unusual circumstances and show everyone how 

reading can be done anywhere and anytime! Get your book, get someone to take a photograph 

and get caught reading!  Please make sure the book cover is visible in your photograph. 

E-mail your photograph and a caption to the address below and join the Extreme Reading 

Challenge. 

Remember to stay safe - reading is meant to be fun, not dangerous!! 

Send your pictures to Mrs. England – mailto:hengland@flintriveracademy.com 
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